
This CCMS student found that travel broadens the mind

community radio project. I was also tasked 
with providing conceptual and strategic 
support on an upcoming global website 
project on Entertainment-Education and 
this was combined with auditing an E-E 
course offered by JHU to its graduate 
students. 

However, the cherry on top for me was 
participating in the annual Leadership in 
Strategic Health Communication Workshop 
(in its 25th year in 2012). This is a JHU  
summer school course that brings together 
mid-to-top level health communication 
practitioners from all over the globe to learn 
and understand strategies that can be used to 
facilitate effective communication in 
public health practice. 

The United States of  America was 

By Siyasanga M Tyali
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AN OFTEN NEGLECTED part of  
‘education’ is the aspect of  travelling 
and meeting colleagues that have the 

same academic interest in different country 
settings whilst sharing unique ideas in the 
use of  media and general communication 
for public health purposes. As part of  my 
Ford Foundation International Fellowship 
Programme (2011-2012), I visited the Center 
for Communications Programs/Bloomberg 
School of  Public Health at Johns Hopkins 
University (JHU) in the USA, from May-
October 2012. 

I literally hit the ground running at Johns 
Hopkins. I was mainly tasked with providing 
technical and research support on major 
health communication projects that are based 
in the African continent. These included: 
Nigerian Urban Reproductive Health 
Initiative (NURHI), a Zambian-based Malaria 
research study, and a Malawi-based health and 
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not all hard work though. In between my 
work, I had an opportunity to contact 
fellow UKZN students who were in 
Michigan State and we spent a week in 
New York City. In addition to this, I made 
multiple visits to Washington DC, a pit 
stop in New Jersey and a visit to Lancaster 
were among some of  the places I visited. 

The opportunity provided by the Ford 
Fellowship and facilitated by a number 
of   organisational bodies allowed me 
to combine local as well as overseas-
based training opportunities that are so 
vital in an ever changing world. Some 
say local is lekker, but international can 
arguably be better. For me though, I have 
come to a conclusion of  believing that a 
combination of  local and international is 
most favourable.

Taking in the hustle and bustle of 
Manhattan at night

Caught in the mayhem of ‘Occupying 
Wall Street’ with other UKZN students 
in New York City

Sitting outside JHU campus in Washington DC after an E-E lecture

The dominance of Disney:
 Marvel and Lucasfilm

of  Disney at their disposal.  In an identical fashion, and as such 
with great surprise to the public, Disney acquired ownership of  
Lucasfilm towards the end of  2012 for just over 4 billion dollars. 

Lucasfilm, founded by George Lucas in 1971, is one of  the 
largest family entertainment franchises of  all time managing 
several different production houses including Industrial Light & 
Magic, Skywalker Sound, Lucas Arts and Lucasfilm Animation.  
The company is most recognizable for its Star Wars and Indiana 
Jones franchises, and has continued as a leader in developing 
new film technology in special effects, sound, and computer 
animation. With the announcement of  Disney’s acquisition of  
Lucasfilm, it was also announced that there would be a third 
Star Wars trilogy to continue on from the original two trilogies. 
Once again, for fans of  Star Wars, this news did not sit well, as 
they feared that the integrity of  the Star Wars universe would be 
brought into question as George Lucas himself  stated that his 
role would merely serve as creative consultant, and not as the 
usual writer/director of  the sci-fi megahit. 

However, Disney is pressing on with its agenda and has begun 
headhunting for possible writers, directors, actors and so on for 
the upcoming trilogy.  

Disney’s continued success in maintaining their status as the 
world’s largest provider of  quality entertainment is undoubtedly 
strengthened by the acquisition of  such lucrative production 
companies as Marvel Entertainment and Lucasfilm. And I believe 
it would be ignorant to assume that this is where it will end. As 

Marvel’s Spiderman offering Lucasfilm’s 
Darth Vader Mickey Mouse ears

far as business practice goes, they seem to have the winning 
formula – buy out your opposition before they become bigger 
than you. In any case, all one can hope for is that these subsidiary 
companies do not lose their ‘knack’ for delivering terrific stories 
and satisfying the expectations of  their long-term fans. For the 
time being though, it would seem as if  Disney has approached 
these acquisitions with a rather unique stance by allowing those 
who already express significant skill at their creative tasks, to 
remain and continue doing just that. Such is the business practice 
of  the 21st century, and gone are the days when the word Disney 
merely symbolized innocent, adventure-filled children’s stories. 
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3

Disney’s Mickey Mouse takes on Lucasfilm’s Darth Vader

which gave them a firm holding within the comic book industry. 
Marvel is possibly the largest enterprise in terms of  comic book 
production & publication, rivaled only by that of  DC comics (A 
Time Warner Company). As you can imagine, there was a major 
outcry from long-time fans of  Marvel’s multitude of  comic book 
successes (eg. Spiderman, Iron-Man, Captain America, Avengers, 
X-Men). These fans were afraid that the underlying canonical 
structure of  Marvel 616 lore (or Earth 616, which is the name 
used to identify the primary continuity in which most Marvel 
Comics titles take place) would be drastically altered, and heroes 
that had been around for the better part of  five decades would 
undergo massive change, to the detriment of  storyline. However, 
in a somewhat brilliantly executed business assessment on the 
part of  Disney, this would not be the case, and CEOs of  Disney’s 
entertainment division made it explicitly clear that they would 
leave the production of  all comic related media in the hands of  
Marvel’s more-than-capable production teams; Disney would 
merely own the rights to the material. 

Four years have passed since the acquisition, and Marvel is 
doing better than it could ever have imagined with its continued 
success in comics and unrivalled achievement in the motion 
picture department, probably as a result of  having the resources 

WHEN ONE HEARS the word Disney, they are often 
nostalgically reminded of  a crazy, quirky and heroic 
cartoon character that was undoubtedly iconic in their 

life during their childhood (and for some of  us, still well into our 
twenties). For me this was Mowgli from The Jungle Book, Simba 
from The Lion King and Aladdin from… well…Aladdin. As time 
passes though, and our taste for movies becomes more mature, 
we slowly slip out of  that fanaticism that comes with being young 
and hardly able to suppress the anxiety for the next big Disney hit. 
Instead, we see the brand as a ubiquitous enterprise, still pushing 
out a high budget animated movie every so often that becomes 
an instant hit with youngsters (and adults) the world over .

By Andrew Dicks

What we often overlook however, is that The Walt Disney 
Company has established (and for several decades now) a firm 
foothold on the global media industry, across almost every 
avenue of  media production. To provide a brief  description 
of  how strong this ‘foothold’ is, it is worth noting some of  the 
major assets owned by Disney. These assets include the Walt 
Disney Studios (one of  the largest and best-known studios in 
Hollywood), Pixar Studios (which used to be Disney’s rival in 
terms of  feature animation), ABC Entertainment Group, Disney 
Channels Worldwide, ESPN Inc., Hyperion Books, Disney 
Theatrical Group, Disney Interactive Studios, Disney Mobile, 
Disney Publishing Worldwide, Disney Parks & Resorts (including 
numerous theme parks, hotels and holiday resorts worldwide), 
various merchandising companies and property holding groups, 
and numerous other assets - far too many to list. Currently, 
Disney is arguably the largest media mega-corporation in the 
world in terms of  revenue.

Furthermore, in 2009, Disney purchased and acquisitioned 
Marvel Entertainment for roughly 4.5 billion dollars, 

Photo: Ndu Ngidi
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ON FRIDAY THE 26th of  October 2012 Dale McKinley 
hosted a discussion: “The Secrecy in Our Communities” 
at the University of  KwaZulu-Natal, Howard 

Campus. During the discussion McKinley, an independent 
writer, researcher, lecturer, activist and current Right2Know 
spokesperson, presented some interesting aspects, and also 
debunked some of  the myths, surrounding the Protection of  
State Information Bill, which is also known as the Secrecy Bill.  

By Mariclair Smit

The Right2Know Campaign started in September 2010, in 
opposition to the secrecy bill, and its activism has not only resulted 
in the delay of  the secrecy bill, but has also facilitated amendments 
on the bill.  The alterations include: the deletion of  Clause 1(4), 
which would prevent the Secrecy Bill from taking precedence 
over the Promotion of  Access to Information Act (should the 
secrecy bill be passed) and the removal of  the phrase “ought 
to have been reasonably known”, which  ambiguously refers to 

offences throughout the bill  (Mail & Guardian, 12 
September 2012). McKinley argues that these are small 
victories and are only “partially true”. “Nothing has 

Right2Know Campaign 
– more than just an issue 
for journalists

been put on paper”, he argues. All of  the agreements have only 
been conducted verbally and the government has not released 
the new amended version of  the bill. “People think compromises 
have been made. No, only promises have been made … and we 
all know when politicians promise something... There’s a very 
big difference between promise and reality.” McKinley feels that 
people are under the assumption that the threat of  the Bill has 
passed, but he argues that the bill remains a huge threat to our 
democracy and society as a whole. 

Another key myth that McKinley addressed is the assumption 
that the secrecy bill will end with the ANC or President Zuma. 
“Secrecy is not simply about a piece of  legislation. It’s not simply 
about a bad individual, and if  we get rid of  a bad individual or 
who we think is a bad individual … that it is going to be ok. 
Everything will be fine. Nope. It doesn’t work like that, because 
secrecy runs much deeper than an individual or political party”. 
That is why we, he argues, as South African citizens, must fight 
and protect our rights. If  the bill is passed other Presidents and 
political parties will also use it to their advantage, or might also 
advocate the passing of  the bill if  it is not passed during President 
Zuma’s leadership. 

McKinley also addressed the assumption that the Secrecy Bill 
will only affect journalists. McKinley provided several examples 
of  how the secrecy bill, if  passed, could affect other people 
and organisations. According to McKinley, many universities, 
academics and intellectuals do not perceive the Secrecy Bill as 
legislation that would directly affect them, but he argues that the 
bill will, in actuality, affect all kinds of  research. For example, if  the 
bill was passed and the government demarcated all information 
pre 1994 as classified, then historical researchers would find it 
difficult to conduct research on that era. Therefore, as students 
and possible future academics we must fight in order to protect 
our research interests. 

He continues to argue that the secrecy bill followed 
by the Protection of  Personal Information Bill 
(which was introduced to protect people’s 
private matters from being publicised) 
and the General Intelligence Laws 
Amendment Bill (also dubbed the 
“Spy Bill”, which would enable the 
secret services to access citizens 
private communications without 
the permission of  a judge) 
(Media24, 28 March 2012 and 
ActivateOnline, 22 April 2012) 
would make it increasingly 
difficult for whistle blowers, 
to leak important information 
to journalists. People would 
be criminalised, and would 
face 10 to 25 years in jail, 
regardless of  whether they 
simply possessed (and not 
necessarily distributed), or 
even knew that they possessed 
information that the state 
marked as confidential and/or 
classified. 

Additionally McKinley argued 
that the bill would also influence 
the access to information on basic 
service issues, such as housing, 
electricity and water budgets. These 
basic service issues affect all South 
African citizens, but particularly affect the 
disadvantaged and working class communities, 
whom are already marginalised and lacking. Access to 
information is also fundamental to protesting – the last resort for 
people to get their voices heard.  

Therefore, the bill is also about being excluded, he said. 
“People want to be included. They want to have decisions shared 
with them and to be part of  the solution, as opposed to being 

Dale McKinley: the secrecy bill is still a major threat and  
will impact all South African citizens if it is passed,  

therefore we all need to work together in order to  
protect our democracy and basic rights, which  

many have already fought and died for.  
It is not something to  

be taken lightly

passive recipients, and to be told what to do all the time…That’s 
not democracy. That’s a lobotomy.” It would, therefore, be 
increasingly difficult for citizens to monitor the quality of  service 
delivery of  these basic and important services, and it would 
also be difficult for citizens to “speak up” if  these services were 
not satisfactory. Thus, it is clear that the bill would also affect 

ordinary citizens, not only journalists.
Finally, McKinley explained how the secrecy bill 

could influence the environment. He used the 
SAPRA refinery as an example and argued 

that if  a leakage in toxic gas were to 
occur that could impact the quality 

of  the air, citizens and NGOs 
would not be able to have access 
to that confidential information. 
Citizens and the environment 
would therefore be in danger. 
This example can also be 
applied to ESKOM and its 
impact on the climate and 
the environment, as well as 
fracking initiatives in South 
Africa. If  the citizens and 
NGOs cannot access the 
confidential information 
relating to these issues, 
then how will we be able to 
protect our environment, as 
they won’t be able to monitor, 

expose or contest these 
organisations or their activities? 
It is clear from McKinley’s 

discussion that the secrecy bill is 
still a major threat and will impact all 

South African citizens if  it is passed, 
therefore we all need to work together in 

order to protect our democracy and basic 
rights, which many have already fought and 

died for. It is not something to be taken lightly, 
says McKinley. 

If you want to get involved with the Right2Know 
Campaign, you can find it here: 
Website: www.r2k.org.za
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Right2Know
Twitter:@r2kcampaign

Video grab: Mariclair Smit from SACSISNews



6

WHEN YOU MENTION the word Kalahari, images of  
numerous flowing red sand dunes emerge with herds 
of  majestic gemsbok, springbok, colossal weaver 

nests sprouting on telephone poles and twisted camelthorn trees 
darting endless horizons... However, the most striking feature of  
all are the people of  the land - the #Khomani Bushmen. Seeing 
their smiles as wide as the boundless blue sky warmed my heart 
and ignited my passion to learn and understand more about 
these forgotten “giants”. With the sun on my skin and the sand 
between my toes, my journey through this timeless land began... 

By Bianca Beharie

A project which has been running for the past 20 years called 
“Rethinking Indigeneity” concentrates on specific issues such 
as representation, identity, cultural tourism and development 
communication with regards to the community of  the #Khomani 
Bushmen. Headed by Prof. K.G. Tomaselli, more than 100 
students (Honours, Masters and PhD) from the University of  
KwaZulu-Natal have become involved in this extensive research 
(Tomaselli, 2007). In line with the above project, I was given 
the opportunity of  travelling for the first time to the Northern 
Cape in September of  2012 and conducting research with the 
assistance of  the #Khomani Bushmen from the Kalahari. On this 
particular trip our group of  five CCMS students, accompanied 
by Prof. KG Tomaselli and Dr. Julie Grant, stayed for 7 days 
at the Molopo Kalahari Lodge. The lodge was named after the 
currently dry river the Molopo, which is situated in the area 
known as the Green Kalahari, 200 km north of  Upington and 
60km from the famous Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (Molopo 
Lodge website 2011).

Our journey began with our first stop for 2 days in the city 
of  Kimberley, which astounded me with its fascinating closeness 

to its history and its contrasts between timeless 
sculptures and modern day hustle and bustle of  a 
thriving city. Our activities kept us on our toes, visiting 

My Kalahari voetspore ...
“Kalahari – what a beautiful 

word, it rolled off the 
tongue with satisfying ease, 
seeming to imply distance. A 
great wilderness of waving 

grasses, humming with 
grasshopper song under a 

hot wind and sky of vibrant 
blue” (Isaacson 2001). 

amazing landmarks such as the WildebeesKuil Rock Art Centre, 
the Plaatfontein community, The McGregor Museum and most 
importantly that Big Hole in ground. Soon we were on 
our way to through small towns tucked away behind 
majestic hills and valleys to the city of  Upington which 
was our destination to stock up on food supplies for 
the days ahead at the camping site. Shopping with Prof. 
Tomaselli proved to be rather pleasant, provided that we 

didn’t forget his breakfast supplies. With food in hand and enough 
petrol in our tanks we made our way through to Molopo Kalahari 
Lodge which seemed hours away. Camping out really tested my 
skills, since Prof. Tomaselli was the only thorn surrounded by six 
roses, and soon our tents were up, luggage unpacked and dinner 
sizzling away on the braai in the background. Our days ahead 
were mornings filled with research seminars and trying to warm 
up; our days concentrated on the research projects and getting to 
know the land and its people; our nights revealed the beautiful 
sunsets, delicious food and ripples of  laughter that moved like 
the wind through the camp grounds. 

Meeting the Bushmen for the first time gave me an experience 
that really differed from that of  the romantic myth of  the 
hunter-gatherer that was portrayed in films such as “The Gods 
must be Crazy” by James Uys in 1980. Recently the South 
African advertising industry utilised this romantic myth of  the 
Bushmen, as being part of  the land 
both physically and 
spiritually, 

seen at a distance from modern day civilization and used by the 
Western people to extract their knowledge and wisdom about 
the changing land and its animal inhabitants (Lewis-Williams 
1991), in numerous campaigns. This ignited my interest in 
joining the long-term research project, mentioned above, by 
examining issues of  representation regarding the #Khomani 
within mainstream media and mass communication, such as 
television, in South Africa.

Spending time with the #Khomani really gave me a true sense 
of  who they are, where they come from and how they would 
like to be seen by the rest of  the world around them. Their vast 
knowledge of  the land they live on and the many struggles they 
face on a daily basis has reinforced my passion to want to work 
further with them. Having grown to understand these peaceful 
people, our journey home seemed much shorter and was filled 
with reminiscing and sleepy responses as we made our way back 
to our lives and back to writing our Kalahari experience in the 
sands of  time...

Bianca Beharie showing 
a video clip to Patat in 
his humble abode

Centre picture: Bianca 
playing pool with Deon 
Nobitsin
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Mbali striking a pose in the Kalahari

Photo: Bianca Beharie

Shree,Devona, Mbali 
and Bianca watching the 
Kalahari sunset and having 
fun on the red sand dunesBackground: lunch 

with Prof Tomaselli 
and Dr Julie Grant 
at the Bushcamp
(Photo: Andrew 
Dicks)



ARROWSA-BECHET PARTICIPANTS let out their 
creative streaks to create finger puppets with voomah. 
 The workshop was facilitated by co-founder of  the 

Green Heart Movement, Sanabelle Ebrahim on Thursday 18 
October, 2012. Amongst the felt creations are ARROWSA 
mascots, lions, elephants, parrots and rabbits. Participants were 
encouraged to attach green hearts to their puppets to activate 
green-consciousness. 

By Sanabelle Ebrahim

The plan is for ARROWSA representatives to present the 
puppets as a greenwill gesture to fellow youth participants at the 
2013 Indra Global Congress in Derry, Ireland. 

The global congress will be an opportunity for groups of  
young people from existing and potential Indra (International 
Development of  the Arts for Reconciliation) centres to come 
together and share their practice, ideas and experience. There will 
be a wide range of  workshop activities, training opportunities, 
sharing of  performances, speakers, discussion groups and social 
activities, culminating in a dramatised procession over the Derry 
Peace Bridge. The Congress will coincide with the UK City of  
Culture celebrations beginning on Sunday 30 June 2013 and 
finishing on Saturday 6 July 2013.

Puppetting to the beat 
of Green Felt Hearts

ARROWSA – Art, Culture & Heritage for Peace is a voluntary 
nonprofit organisation in South Africa. The initiative aims to join 
people as individuals, from organisations and institutions, and 
from all over the world in art projects and face-to-face meetings 
that break down barriers, and promote conflict resolution and 
reconciliation, and understanding.

“We hope to achieve this by sharing our stories, challenging 
prejudice and stereotypes, and developing the arts as a resource 
for reconciliation and the creative transformation of  conflict,” 
says ARROWSA chairperson, Mary Lange.

ARROWSA sessions take place on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons between 14h30 and 16h00 at Bechet High School in 
Sydenham, Durban. The programme further serves as a research 
site for postgraduate students at the Centre for Communication, 
Media & Society (CCMS), UKZN.

For further information or to make a financial contribution 
in support of  the Durban youth who will be participating as 
South African Ambassadors for peace in the Indra Global 
Congress contact ARROWSA chairperson Mary Lange at: 
 arrowsa.artpeace@gmail.com.

Two pupils enjoying puppetmaking at Bechet School

A mascot for 
the ARROWSA 
NPO

Four friends 
for four 
fingers

A selection of colourful finger puppets
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Durban entrants Sanabelle Ebrahim and Mikhail Peppas at Oscar’s Café & Video Hire (Stephen Dlamini Road, Berea). 

TWO ENTRIES FROM Durban 
were accepted into the Global 

Partnership for Education ‘Reading 
Changed My Life’ Photo and Video 
contest.

By Sanabelle Ebrahim

Mikhail Peppas and Sanabelle Ebrahim 
shared their enthusiasm for reading 
by submitting photos with written 
storylines. Submissions were required 
to show how reading has impacted your 
life or the life of  someone you know, 

Has Reading Changed Your Life?
and share with the world the benefits of  
education and literacy.

The innovative contest highlights the 
joys of  reading, bringing together widely 
dispersed audiences on a platform that 
showcases their writing, photography and 
filmmaking skills.

A total of  four photos and one video 
were accepted from South Africa. The 
competition attracted some 800 entries 
from various countries, amongst these 
Colombia, Kenya, Turkey, Mexico, 
Germany, India and Honduras.

Public votes will 
decide the top 5 
photos and top 5 
videos, who will each 
win a Kindle e-reader. 
A panel of  judges will 
then select 2 finalists 
(one photo entry and 
one video entry) for 
the grand prize of  a 
Nikon photo camera 
and Canon video 
camera respectively. 

The judges will 

select an additional 5 photos and 5 videos. 
The 10 additional winners will also receive 
a Kindle e-reader. These 10 finalists will 
be eligible to win two additional grand 
prizes: a photo camera and a video 
camera. This means a total of  20 winners 
with 4 top winners for the grand prizes.

A local initiative IWAH (Integrated 
World of  Arts & Heritage) is planning a 
similar initiative to tap into the current 
resurgence in cinema-consciousness 
in KwaZulu-Natal. “Set to traverse 
new frontiers in film production and 
scriptwriting, the contest invites photos 
and videos around the theme ‘Movies in 
My Life,’” says IWAH founder Mikhail 
Peppas. 

The ‘Movies in My Life’ contest will 
serve as a buildup to the IWAH Festival & 
Conference to be launched in Durban in 
August 2014. The event will incorporate 
Visual Theatre, Silent Cinema, poetry, 
music and Deaf  Culture by bringing 
together Deaf  and hearing performers, 
filmmakers, poets and musicians. 
For more information email 
ecologyandcycling@gmail.com. 9
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Vampirony: the Twilight Moan

IT’S OUT ON the runway and soon to take the world by 
storm- Google Project glass makes an eye catching statement 

at NY Fashion week alongside Diane von Furstenberg’s latest 
collection.

By Trushka Soni

What is Google Project Glass? It is augmented reality enhanced 
glasses that will change the way we do life. Displaying images and 
information in front of  your eye’s Google Glass will allow you 
to update your Facebook status, tweet, take video’s and pictures 
and project weather and calendars all by a simple movement of  
your eye or voice command. Comprising all the elements of  a 
Smartphone, Google glass has a touchpad on its side and you 
will be able to search the web, send and receive emails, send text 
messages, make calls, get directions to a restaurant, video chat, 
do calculations, book appointments, take over the world... Okay 
maybe not the last part, but Google’s most awaited invention is 
certainly getting people talking. Is it the future Smartphone? And 
are people ready for such innovation?

Currently Google glass has been shifted to US developers 
where the hardware and software will be made more robust, 
developers are experimenting with head gestures and complete 
in and out going audio. The battery which is hidden inside the 
frame is envisioned to last 24 hours, however, Babak Parviz- 

Project leader says that the battery life is still a work 
in progress.

Google is planning to make hearable computing 

A glance into the Future
a part of  our everyday life, Parviz explained “one example is to 
send specific types of  email to my device so I can read them or 
have it read to me by my device and I can then respond to it with 
my voice.” 

  So what downside could such an amazing piece of  technology 
have? The obvious one would be distractions by images popping 
up in front of  your eyes, if  the law prevents you from talking 
on your cell phone while driving then chances are Google Glass 
would require the user to have some sensibility. Furthermore, it 
could be an intrusion of  privacy, after all Google glass will allow 
you to take pictures and videos with phenomenal discreetness. 

Wearable and hearable computing is certainly going to attract a 
niche market at first, for most people it still seems like something 
out of  a Mission Impossible movie and it could take some time 
before the average 
individual gets used to 
it. Google Glass will be 
available commercially 
in 2014 and who 
knows what the next 
invention will be. A  
Smartphone watch 
perhaps? Whatever it 
may be, the reality is 
that we have entered 
the next generation of  
Smartphones.                                                                                                    

Above: Google Glass teams up with designer Diane von Furstenberg at a New York Fashion Week runway show. 
Below: Google’s Project Glass puts the Internet on your face
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THE HUSTLE AND bustle of  students 
and academics at the registration table 

marked the start of  the SAHS’s (School of  
Applied Human Sciences’s) first Annual 
Postgraduate Conference. It is the first 
conference since the recent reconfiguration 
which united the disciplines CCMS, 
Psychology, Criminology and Social Work. 
Students from the Howard College and 
Pietermaritzburg campuses were brought 
together to share current research with each 
other and academics on the Howard College 
campus on the 15 October 2012. 

By Sarah Strauss

The conference theme, African 
Centeredness, was elaborated on by the 
Keynote Speaker, Professor Augustine 
Nwoye from Psychology on the 
Pietermaritzburg campus. The theme 
African Centeredness refers to the 
worldview from an African perspective.

All students within the school were 
invited to submit an abstract for the 
conference. There were a total of  27 papers 
presented within the themes of: Health and 
HIV/AIDS Research; Culture, Identity and 
Representation; Development and Gender 
Studies; Explorations of  Identity; and 
Poverty, Education and Research. 

Awards for best abstracts were awarded 
to two students, Ganzamungu 
Zihindula from Psychology 
and CCMS’s very own Miliswa 

Magongo.  Miliswa submitted an abstract 
based on her Masters dissertation entitled: 
“Ripples of  Empowerment?: Exploring 
the Role of  Participatory Development 
Communication in the Biesje Poort Rock 
Art Recording Project.” At the time of  
the conference Miliswa, supervised by Dr 
Lauren Dyll-Myklebust, was completing the 
final stages of  her dissertation and is set to 
graduate in April 2013. 

The conference was also an opportunity to 
recognise the achievements of  two eminent 
scholars, Professor Richter (Psychology) 
and Professor Tomaselli (CCMS). Awards 
for Outstanding service to their disciplines 
were presented to Professors Richter and 
Tomaselli by the Dean and Head of  School, 
Professor Nhlanhla Mkhize and College of  
Humanities Dean of  Research, Professor 
Sarojini Nadar.

Overall both staff  and students were 
involved in interesting and thought-
provoking academic sessions. Many were 
surprised to see how similar research was 
across disciplines and were introduced to 
different research methods and theorists 
useful to their current research used by other 
disciplines.

A special thank you to Dr Magojo and 
Professor McCracken for co-ordinating the 
event. Also thanks to the staff  within the 
School and disciplines for assisting in the 
planning of  the conference, as well as the 
student volunteers that assisted on the day.

First SAHS conference – breaking 
boundaries between disciplines

Miliswa Magongo is elated with her award for her abstract at the Conference 
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